


September 8, 2020 Blue Ridge City Council Minutes
City of Blue Ridge

480 West First Street e Blue Ridge, Georgia ¢ (706) 632-2091

Panter discussed his business travels and stated that he had to make his own decision as to
where he visited and where he didn’t.

5) Chris Calloway—Recent Parades and their Impact on Business and Tourism:
Ms. Chris Calloway spoke in opposition of the recent parades and stated that they offended her
based on her beliefs. She also spoke about her concerns for public safety. Council Member
Rhonda Haight commented that the other side to the issue were burning cities down and
attaching police and that Blue Ridge would not tolerate that behavior.

6) Cesar Martinez—Blue Ridge Business Association:
Thanked the Police Department for their presence during the parades. He then spoke in
opposition of the proposed Occupational Tax Certificate increase. He mentioned that as
president of the Business Association he represented all the businesses downtown and that they
are not all thriving due to COVID and the supply chain disruption. He closed by reiterating that
the increase could be detrimental to some of the smaller businesses. The Council discussed that
the fee increase was fair for doing business in Blue Ridge and Council Member Robbie Cornelius
commented that having and OTC in Blue Ridge was less than $1.00/day.

Council Member Nathan Fitts then realized that the Council did not approve or disapprove the
August 11, 2020 Council Meeting Minutes. He made a motion not to approve until contract
amounts are added and more details are added. Council Member Rhonda Haight seconded the
motion. The Council voted 3-2 with Council Member Robbie Cornelius and Council Member
Mike Panter opposed. Motion carried.

Action Agenda Items (Items requiring the approval of the Council):
9) 2020 Millage Rate Ordinance (First Reading):
The Mayor and Council were presented the 2020 Millage Rate Ordinance (attached) and held
the first reading.

10) 2021 Budget (First Public Hearing):
The Mayor and Council held the first public hearing for the 2021 budget (attached). No
comments or questions were received.

11) Hotel/Motel Excise Tax Ordinance Amendment (Second Reading and Adoption):
The Mayor and Council were presented the Hotel/Motel Excise Tax Ordinance Amendment
(attached) and Mayor Donna Whitener read the first paragraph. Council Member Rhonda Haight
made a motion to approve the ordinance. Council Member Nathan Fitts seconded the motion.
The Council voted 5-0 by way of roll call voted. Motion carried. This ordinance raised the
Hotel/Motel Excise Tax from 5% to 8%.
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12) Fannin County Chamber of Commerce Hotel/Motel Tax Agreement:
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to approve the Hotel/Motel Excise Tax
agreement between the City and Chamber of Commerce (attached). Council Member Nathan
Fitts seconded the motion. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.

13) Special Event Ordinance (Second Reading and Adoption):
The Mayor and Council were presented the Special Event Ordinance for a second reading and
adoption. Mayor Donna Whitener asked if the Council wanted to amend the definition of a
parade as this could potentially become difficult for the Police Department to monitor.
However, Council Members Rhonda Haight, Nathan Fitts and Mike Panter all agreed that we
need to know what constitutes a parade. Council Members Nathan Fitts and Rhonda Haight
commented that no events or parades should be permitted for the remainder of the year.
Mayor Donna Whitener confirmed that a permit had been issued for a parade on October 3™,
City Clerk Kelsey Ledford discussed sending an email to Council regarding permitting events at
the end of July and being instructed to follow the guidelines in place, therefore she confirmed a
permit had been given for a parade on October 3™. Council Member Rhonda Haight then stated
the Council has reevaluated and changed their mind and that the current permit should be
revoked. City Clerk Kelsey Ledford then asked if people less than 25 according to line item 64
should be permitted or placed on the calendar. Council Member Rhonda Haight replied that
even the attraction of one person should be permitted and that there should not be a minimum
regardless of what type of event or gathering it is. The Mayor and Council continued to discuss
allowing applicants to apply for permits 1 year in advance, extending the freedom of speech
applicants to a 14 day period, whether a cost analysis was necessary, and removing the
committee and replacing it with Zoning, Land Development and Project Manager Jeff Stewart.
The Council agreed to allowing Zoning, Land Development and Project Manager Jeff Stewart to
approve special event permits.
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to approve the second reading of the Special
Event Ordinance and adopt it with the following revisions 1) line item 105 be amended to 365
days, 2) line item 118 be amended to 14 days, and 3) line item 184 be amended to Mayor or
Zoning, Land Development and Project Manager. Council Member Mike Panter seconded the
motion. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. The Ordinance with the revisions is attached.

14) Street Performance Ordinance (Second Reading and Adoption):
Mayor Donna Whitener read the first paragraph of the Street Performance Ordinance
(attached). Council Member Mike Panter made a motion to approve the second reading and
adopt the ordinance. Council Member Nathan Fitts seconded the motion. The Council voted 5-0.
Motion carried.
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15) Occupational Tax Certificate Ordinance Amendment (First Reading):
Council Member Mike Panter presented the Occupational Tax Certificate Ordinance
Amendment (attached). He explained that he first intended to suggest amending the ordinance
to charge a flat rate method however, after discussions with multiple individuals he now
proposes that the Council amend the ordinance to use the employee based method but to
amend it to be 0-50 employees $250.00 and 51+ employees $500.00. The Council discussed that
this was affordable despite comments received and that having a business license for most
businesses would be less than $1.00/day.

16) Short-Term Disability for Employees/AirMedCare:
Council Member Mike Panter discussed the benefits of the City employees and how adding
short-term disability would be an affordable improvement. He confirmed it would cover 1% day
incident and 7-day sickness as well as maternity leave up to 6 months.
He continued to discuss adding the employees to the existing AirMedCare plan that the City
offers to its residents. This would cost an additional $1,890 per year to cover employees and
their families.
Council Member Mike Panter made a motion to table the addition of short-term disability until
October when pricing could be provided. Council Member Nathan Fitts seconded the motion.
The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.
Council Member Mike Panter made a motion to approve AirMedCare at $45.00/employee.
Council Member Nathan Fitts seconded the motion. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.

17) 2021 Alcohol Renewals:
Mayor Donna Whitener requested that the Council approve 1/3 forgiveness on the 2021 pouring
license alcohol renewals. Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to hold this item until
later in the meeting for the Finance Director to collect an estimate of revenue loss if this were
approved. Council Member Nathan Fitts seconded the motion. The Council voted 5-0. Motion
carried.

Purchasing Approvals:
18) Sidewalk Quotes in front of Black Sheep: P.O. 28879
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to approve quote no 6581 from Johnson Paving
in the amount of $18,000.00 (quotes attached). Council Member Nathan Fitts seconded the
motion. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.

19) Equipment Purchase for Park: P.O. 28880
Council Member Mike Panter made a motion to approve the quote from Tractor Supply in the
amount of $6,699.00 (quotes attached). Council Member Nathan Fitts seconded the motion.
The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.
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Discussion Agenda Items (Items for discussion only):
20) Health Insurance/Employee:
Mayor Donna Whitener summarized the three benefit options (attached) being offered to the
City’s employees as discussed at the workshop meeting. She also pointed out how much those
benefits cost the City per employee in detail (attached) as provided by Finance Director, Alicia
Stewart. For example, a $12.00/hour employee cost the City $54,588 annually.

21) Speed Limit on Church Street:
After some brief discussion, Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to purchase 2
speed tables with a budget of $10,000.00 with the intention to have a speed table for both
Church and East Main Streets. Council Member Nathan Fitts seconded the motion. The Council
voted 5-0. Motion carried.

22) Speeding on East Main Street (in front of Pedego):
Combined with previous agenda item.

The Council then revisited their discussion of the 2021 alcohol renewals. After some discussion
among the Council and Finance Director, it was estimated that this would result in a $19,000.00
loss in revenue to the City. However, they realized that COVID hit these businesses hard and it
also resulted in a lost of liquor pouring taxes. Therefore, Council Member Mike Panter made a
motion to approve the 1/3 forgiveness on pouring license alcohol renewals for the 2021 year,
Council Member Rhonda Haight seconded the motion. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.

23) Grass Maintenance Contract Review:
Council Member Mike Panter discussed the grass maintenance contract and informed the
Council that he was able to renegotiate the agreement with 4-V Ranch. He informed the Council
tat the City could break the contract with 30 days’ notice if they are unsatisfied with the work
performed, which is not true to his knowledge or with 90-days’ notice for any reason. However,
he confirmed a renegotiation of April-October at $8,000.00/month and November-March at
$4,000.00 per month. Council Member Rhonda Haight mentioned that the contract itself could
use some work and questioned why City employees could not perform the work that is being
contracted out. She stated that the City could cancel the agreement and hire a Street
Department employee to mow 4 days a week in the summer and then be utilized in various
other areas the remainder of the time. The Council then discussed that if an employee
performed the work then they would need to include expenses such as equipment and fuel to
the total cost.
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to renegotiate the agreement for $8,000
00 for 8 months or terminate the contract with a 90-day notice. Council Member Mike Panter
commented that in his opinion 4-V Ranch would not accept. Council Member Nathan Fitts
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seconded the motion. The Council voted 3-2 with Council Member Mike Panter and Council
Member Robbie Cornelius opposed. Motion carried.

24) Tax and Business License Update:
Council Member Mike Panter updated the Council with a collection comparison of September
2019 and 2020 (attached). He also informed the Council that Delinquent Tax Services would
provide the FIFA document to the City but that the City is responsible for recording the FIFAs. He
confirmed that the FIFAs would be for 2019 and older. Council Member Nathan Fitts asked that
City Clerk Kelsey Ledford determine where the legal location for tax sales was for Fannin County.

25) Update on City Playground:
Council Member Mike Panter updated the Council and public again on the turf, shades, trout
fencing, and Trout Fest road race as discussed at the workshop meeting. He also discussed that
the World Series Fast Pitch would be held in Blue Ridge in June 2021. The Council also discussed
the popularity of pickle ball that that currently people were using the tennis court to play.

26) Thermometer Devices:
Council Member Nathan Fitts discussed the tabling of the thermometer devices on August 11
and that since then a device has been purchased for City Hall. He discussed that an email was
sent from Council Member Robbie Cornelius to Office Manager, Barbie Gerald, Finance Director,
Alicia Stewart and Mayor Donna Whitener approving the purchase for City Hall and that in his
opinion the entire Council should have been included on the email and in the decision making.
He continued to comment on the purchase order including Council Member Mike Panter’s
approval per Mayor Donna Whitener. Council Member Mike Panter then commented that he
had been contacted the next day by an office employee regarding the benefit of City Hall having
such a device and that he had told them to contact Council Member Robbie Cornelius to
purchase the 1 device for City Hall and that it was his opinion that it was within Council Member
Robbie Cornelius’s authority to purchase 1 device for her department as it was not the total of 3
as discussed at the workshop. Council Member Nathan Fitts and Council Member Rhonda Haight
continued to discuss how in their opinion it was not within Council Member Robbie Cornelius’s
authority and how her actions disappointed them. As the discussion of the device purchase
escalated, Mayor Donna Whitener adjourned the meeting.

27) Opening City Hall:

28) Meeting Minutes:
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29) Executive Session (if needed):

30) Adjournment:

Mayor Donna Whitener

City Clerk Kelsey Ledford Approved

Page 7 of 7











































































































































































































































































469

470

471

472

473

474

475

476

477

478

479

480

481

482

483

484

485

486
487
488
489

490

(b) The registration certificate herein provided for shall be issued by the City
clerk and -exeeptforpractitioners-of-laws-if any person, firm or corporation whose
duty it is to obtain a registration shall, after said occupation tax becomes
delinquent, transact or offer to transact, in the City, any of the kind of business or

trade without having first obtained said registration, such offender shall be subject

to the penalties provided herein.thereef:

SEC. 110.4102.
PENALTY FOR CHAPTER VIOLATION.

() In addition to the other remedies available to the City for the collection

of special taxes, occupation taxes, and license regulatory fees due the City from

01821449-1



491

492

493

494

495

496

497

498

499

500

501

502

503

504

505

506

507

508

509

510

511

persons subject to the tax fee who fail or refuse to pay the tax or fee, the City Clerk
through the City Attorney shall issue executions against the delinquent taxpayers
for any or all of the following: the amount of the taxes or fees due when the taxes
or fees become due and ; any penalty or interest imposed by this Chapterseetion-6-
2-1-7(a)y-and-(b); and-any-interest-imposed-by section-6-2-17(-a)-and-{b-)-exceptfor
practitioners-orprofessions-and-occupations—In addition, the municipal court may
impose a civil fine for failure to pay the occupation tax er—regutatery-fee—Such a

civil fine shall not exceed five hundred dollars ($500.00) and may be enforced by

the contempt power of the municipal court.

SEC. 110.4213.
CITY CLERK: BUSINESS INSPECTOR.

The City Clerk and the duly designated officers and inspectors of the City
shall be classified as business inspectors with full subpoena and arresting powers
in conjunction with any violation pertaining to the business tax ordinance for
202005 (this chapter) and succeeding years thereafter. The Clerk shall administer

and enforce the provisions of this chapter for the levy, assessment and collection
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512 and penalties imposed herein. In carrying out its responsibilities hereunder, the

513 clerk shall have the following duties:

514 (1) To prepare and provide the necessary forms for registration of a business,
515 and for the submission of required information as may be necessary to
516 properly administer and enforce the provisions of this chapter.

517 (2) To issue to each person an occupation tax certificate within a reasonable
518 time after the payment of the occupation tax assessed and levied in this
519 chapter; provided, however, where under other ordinances of the City,
520 permits, certifications, and compliance with the enumerated conditions are
521 required for the operation of the business, the clerk shall not issue said
522 certificate until the applicant exhibits to the clerk such obtained permits,
523 certifications and compliances;

524 (3) To audit periodically, and when deemed necessary by the clerk, the
525 books and records of the businesses subject to the provisions of this chapter,
526 and to require the submission of such additional information as may be
527 necessary in order to correctly detemline the amount of the occupation tax
528 due and to insure the collection of same; and

529 (4) The clerk shall have the power and authority to make and publish
530 reasonable rules and regulations not inconsistent with this chapter or other

531 laws of the City and the State or the Constitution of this State for the
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administration and enforcement of the provisions of this chapter and the
collection of the occupation tax and fees hereunder.

SEC. 110.4342.
BUSINESSES NOT COVERED BY THIS CHAPTER.

The following businesses are not covered by the provisions of this chapter

but may be assessed an occupation tax or other type of tax or fee pursuant to the

provisions of other general laws of the state or by act of local law.

(1) Those businesses regulated by the Georgia Public Service Commission.
(2) Those electrical service businesses organized under Chapter 3 of Title 46
of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated.

(3) Any farm operation for the production from or on the land of agricultural
products, but not including agribusiness.

(4) Cooperative marketing associations governed by O.C.G.A. § 2-10-105.
(5) Insurance companies governed by O.C.G.A. § 33-8-8, and City Code
Chapter 6-6-1 et seq.

(6) Motor common carriers governed by O.C.G.A. § 46-7-15.

(7) Those businesses governed by O.C.G.A. § 48-5-355.

(8) Agricultural products and livestock raised in the state governed by
O.C.G.A. § 48-5-356.

(9) Disabled veterans and blind persons with proof of exemption under

O.C.G.A. §43-12-1.
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554 (10) Depository financial institutions governed by O.C.G.A. § 48-6-93, and

555 City Code Chapter 6-5-1 et seq.

556 (11) Facilities operated by a charitable trust governed by O.C.G.A. § 48-13-
557 55.

558 (12) Any state or local authority or nonprofit organization.

559 (13) Any person engaging in casual or isolated activity and commercial
560 transactions, where such involve personal assets and are not an occupation
561 for the individual.

562 a. In regard to yard/garage sales, this exemption shall apply to persons
563 or nonprofit organizations conducting such sales at a private residence
564 or at a commercial location with an occupancy permit and with
565 permission of the property owner, not exceeding four (4) events per
566 year.

567 b. In regard to the rental of personally owned residences, this
568 exemption shall apply to persons renting a maximum of five (5)
569 residences within the state.

570 The City may require any business claiming not to be covered by the

571 provisions of this chapter to provide specific and detailed evidence showing such
572 non-coverage.

573
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SEC. 110.4453.
OCCUPATION TAX INAPPLICABLE WHERE PROHIBITED BY LAW
OR PROVIDED FOR PURSUANT TO OTHER EXISTING LAW.

This occupation tax is not levied upon any part of a business where such

levy is prohibited or exempted by the laws of Georgia or of the United States.
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SEC. 110.4457.

PLAN FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT: PRORATED TAX FOR
PERSONS SIXTY-FIVE YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER CONDUCTING
BUSINESS FROM THEIR HOMES WITH UNDER TEN THOUSAND

DOLLARS ANNUAL GROSS INCOME.

The City recognizes and encourages the fact that individuals within the City
who have reached the age of sixty-five (65) wish to remain involved in the
economy of the area without pursuing a full-time business or occupation. This
involvement contributes to the economic development of the City, and as a means
of encouraging this, the following plan for economic development shall apply:

Any person sixty-five (65) years of age or older conducting business from

his/her home with under ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00) annual gross

income may conduct such business by paying one-half (1/2) of the otherwise
required business tax. Proof of qualification for this status must be provided

to the City Clerk.

SEC. 110.4658.
PAYMENT OF OCCUPATION TAXBY NEWLY ESTABLISHED

BUSINESSES.
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Businesses beginning operation after July 1st of any calendar year shall pay

a prorated business tax of fifty (50) percent of the tax which would be due on an
annual basis. The administrative fee shall not be prorated.

SEC. 110.47469.
MORE THAN ONE PLACE OF BUSINESS.

Where a business is operated at more than one (1) place, the number of
employees of each location will be entered on a separate occupation tax return on a
form to be furnished by the City.

SEC. 110.484756.
ISSUANCE OF EXECUTIONS AGAINST DELINQUENT TAXPAYERS.

(A) In addition to other remedies available under other ordinances of the
City or under state statute for collection of occupational taxes and associated
administrative fees from delinquent taxpayers, the City Clerk may issue executions
against delinquent taxpayers for the amount of such unpaid occupational taxes and

administrative fees due as of the day following the last day for payment, plus
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penalty and interest thereon as provided hereinin-5-110-41-and-110.55 and as
authorized by O.C.G.A. § 48-13-21.

(B) The right of the City to prosecute criminally delinquent taxpayers
violating this subchapter by failing to pay occupational taxes or by refusing to
register voluntarily for such taxes shall be in addition to, and unaffected by, the
remedy of issuing executions against delinquent taxpayers as authorized in division
(A) of this section.

(C) After the last day for payment of any occupational tax owed to the City
of Blue Ridge, Georgia, and receipt and posting of the license certificate issued by
the City of Blue Ridge, any duly certified law enforcement officer of the Police
Department of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia, including but not limited to the
Police Chief, the Assistant Police Chief, and any other officer of the Police
Department, may issue a citation to the person, managing agent, or professional,
operating any business, occupation, or profession within the incorporated
boundaries of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia for not having paid the occupational
taxes imposed by the Code of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia or the posting of the
license certificate, or both.

(D) Any citation issued to any person, managing agent, or professional of
any business, occupation or profession, for operating without paying occupational

taxes or posting the license certificate, or both, shall specify a date and time for
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appearance before the Municipal Court of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia, in order
for said court to determine whether said person, managing agent or professional
has been operating without the payment of occupational taxes or the posting of the
license certificate, or both, and if found to be in violation of the occupational tax
provisions of the Code of the City of Blue Ridge by the failure to pay occupational
taxes or the posting of the license certificate, or both, then the municipal judge, in
the judge's discretion, may impose a civil fine for failure to pay the occupational
tax (including the administrative fees) or the posting of the license certificate, or
both, not to exceed $500.00, and said civil fine may be enforced by the contempt
power of the Municipal Court of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia. The City of Blue
Ridge, Georgia recognizes and acknowledges that only the Georgia Supreme Court
has the power and authority to regulate the practice of law within the State of
Georgia, and no provision of this ordinance shall be deemed to impose criminal
penalties for the practice of law without an occupational tax license issued by the
City of Blue Ridge, Georgia or the failure to pay occupational taxes, or both.
However, while the legal professionals may be allowed to practice their
occupations, failure to pay the occupational taxes imposed by the Code of the City
of Blue Ridge shall still subject them to interest, penalties, and any civil fine for
failure to pay the taxes.

SEC. 110.4985%.
RETURNS CONFIDENTIAL.
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Except in the case of judicial proceedings or other proceedings necessary to
collect the occupation tax hereby levied, it shall be unlawful for any officer,
employee, agent or clerk of the City or any other person to divulge or make known
in any manner any information provided for the purpose of determining the amount
of occupation tax required under this chapter. Such information shall be
confidential and open only to the officials, employees, agents or clerks of the City
using said returns for the purpose of this occupation tax levy and the collection of
the tax. Independent auditors or bookkeepers employed by the City shall be classed
as "agents of the City." Nothing herein shall be construed to prohibit the
publication by the City officials of statistics, so classified as to prevent the
identification of particular reports or returns and items thereof, or information such
as name, location, ownership and line of business with no association made to
number of employees or amount of tax paid, or the inspection of the records by
duly qualified employees of the tax departments of the State of Georgia or of the
United States, and other local governments. Information provided by a business or
practitioner may be disclosed to the governing authority of another local
government for tax purposes.

INSPECHON-OFBOOKSAND REGORDS:
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SEC. 110.56493.
TAX CERTIFICATE TO BE REVOKED FOR FAILURE TO PAY TAX,
FILE RETURNS, PERMIT INSPECTION OF BOOKS.

Except for a person whose qualifications to practice law are determined by
the general laws of the state, the failure of any business to pay said occupation tax
or any part thereof before it becomes delinquent er—upen—fature—to—permit
inspection-of-Hs-boeks-as-aboveprevided—any business tax certificate granted by

the City under this chapter permitting the owner of said business to do business in
the City for the current year shall be, ipso factor, revoked. No new business tax
certificate shall be granted by the City for the operation of a business for which any

part of the occupation tax herein provided for is at that time unpaid -e+to-apersen

accordance-with-provisionsfound-in-seetion-110-46- In the case of practitioners of

law, if any such person, firm, or corporation whose duty it is to obtain a

registration and an occupation tax certificate shall fail to pay such tax in a timely
fashion, such offender shall be subject to the penalties provided hereinin-section

110L

SEC. 110.53450.
EFFECT OF FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH CHAPTER PROVISIONS;
CONTINUING IN BUSINESS AFTER TAX CERTIFICATE
REVOCATION.
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Any persons, their manager, agent or employee, who does business in the

City after the certificate for said business has been revoked as above; any-persen;

hereinprovidedfor-shall be subject to penalties provided in this Chapter.in-seetion

SEC. 110.52515;
EXECUTION FOR DELINQUENT OCCUPATION TAX.

In addition to the other remedies herein provided for the collection of the
occupation tax herein levied, the City Clerk of the City, upon any tax or
installment of said tax becoming delinquent and remaining unpaid, shall issue
execution for the correct amount of said tax against the person liable for said tax,

which execution shall bear interest at the rate of one and one-half (1.5) percent per
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month from the date when such tax or installment becomes delinquent, and the lien
shall cover the property of the person liable for said tax, all as provided by the
Ordinances and Charter of the City and the laws of Georgia. The lien of said
occupation tax shall become fixed on and date from the time when such tax or any
installment thereof becomes delinquent. The execution shall be levied by the City
clerk upon the property of the person liable for said tax, and sufficient property
shall be advertised and sold the [to] pay the amount of said execution, with interest
and costs. All other proceedings in relation thereto shall be had as is provided by
the Ordinances and the Charter of the City and the laws of Georgia and the
defendant in said execution shall have rights of defense, by affidavit of illegality
and otherwise, which are provided by the Charter of the City and the laws of
Georgia in regard to tax executions. When a nulla bona entry has been entered by

property authority upon an execution issued by the City Clerk against any person

defaulting on the occupation tax,—except—for—practitioners—ofprofessions—and

oceupations—the taxpayerpersen—against whom the entry was made shall not be

allowed or entitled to have or collect any fees or charges whatsoever for services
rendered after the entry of the nulla bona. If, at any time after the entry of nulla
bona has been made, the taxpayerperson against whom the execution issues pays

the tax in full to other with all interest, penalties and costs accrued on the tax, the
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taxpayerpersen may collect any fees and charges due the person as though the
person had never defaulted in the payment of the taxes.

SEC. 110.5236.
AMENDMENT, REPEAL OF PROVISION.

This chapter shall be subject to amendment or repeal, in whole or in part, at
any time and no such amendment or repeal shall be construed to deny the right of
the council to assess and collect any of the taxes or other charges prescribed. Said
amendment may increase or lower the amounts and tax rates of any occupation and
may change the classification thereof. The payment of any occupation tax provided
for shall not be construed as prohibiting the levy or collection by the City of Blue
Ridge additional occupation taxes upon the samnte person, property or business.

SEC. 110.5347.
APPLICATIONS OF PROVISIONS TO PRIOR ORDINANCE.

This chapter does not repeal or affect the force of any part of any ordinance
heretofore passed where taxes levied under such prior ordinance have not been
paid in full. So much and such parts of ordinances heretofore and hereinafter
passed as provided for the issuing and enforcing of execution for any tax or
assessment required by such ordinances, or that imposed fines or penalties for the
nonpayment of such tax, or for failure to pay regulatory fees provided for in said

ordinance or ordinances, or failure to comply with any other provisions hereof,
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shall continue and remain in force until such tax, regulatory fee or assessment shall
be fully paid.

SEC. 110.5548.
ENFORCEMENT OF PROVISION.

It is hereby made the duty of the City Clerk and the police department to see
that the provisions of this chapter relating to occupation taxes are observed; and to
summon all violators of the same to appear before the municipal court. It is hereby
made the further duty of the City Clerk, the Chief of Poalice, their designees and
assistants, to inspect all certificates issued by the City, as often as in their judgment
it may seem necessary to determine whether the certificate held ists-the proper one
for the business sought to be transacted thereunder.

SEC. 110.5659.

PROVISIONS TO REMAIN IN FULL FORCE AND EFFECT UNTIL
CHANGED BY COUNCIL.

This chapter shall remain in full force and effect until changed by
amendment adopted by the council. All provisions hereto relating to any form of
tax herein levied shall remain in full force and effect until such taxes have been

paid in full.
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SEC. 110.57669.
REQUIREMENT OF PUBLIC HEARING.

In any year when revenue from occupation taxes is greater than the
preceding year, the City shall hold a public hearing as a part of the process for
determining how to use the additional revenue.

SEC. 110.5876%.

OPTION TO ESTABLISH EXEMPTION OR REDUCTION IN
OCCUPATION TAX.

The City may by subsequent ordinance or resolution provide for an
exemption or reduction in occupation tax to one (1) or more types of businesses or
practitioners of occupations or professions as part of a plan for economic
development or attracting or encouraging selected types of businesses or
practitioners of selected occupations or professions. Such exemptions or reductions
in occupation tax shall not be arbitrary or capricious.

SEC. 110.59862.
CONFLICTS BETWEEN SPECIFIC AND GENERAL PROVISIONS.

Where there is an apparent conflict in this chapter between specific and
general provisions, it is the intention hereof that the specific shall control.

SEC. 110.60593.
ADDITIONAL REMEDY.

As an additional remedy as to the non-payment of any occupational taxes,
penalties, interest, assessments, or other charges, assessed to a taxpayer or citizen

pursuant to the occupational tax ordinance of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia, and
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as designated and referenced within Chapter 110 of the Code of Ordinances, when
the person or entity owing said funds to the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia, is a water
customer or sewer customer, or both, the City Council, the City Mayor, the City
Clerk, the Public Works Director, the City Attorney or other properly designated
agent for the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia may, in addition to all other remedies
provided by the ordinances of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia, of such non-
payment, and request that service be withheld until such time as the water
customer or sewer customer, or both, is no longer delinquent in the payment of
occupational taxes, interest, penalties, assessments and other charges owed to the
City of Blue Ridge, Georgia. The City Council specifically finds that should a
person or entity owe delinquent occupational taxes, interest, and penalties_on

BecemberJuly 1 of any year to the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia, and be a utility

customer of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia, and therefore be in violation of Blue
Ridge's ordinances, rules and regulations, that any properly designated agent for
the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia may disconnect and terminate water service, or
sewer service, or both, until such time as said customer is no longer in violation of
the ordinances, rules, and regulations of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia, and has
paid all delinquent occupational taxes, interest, and penalties. All usual and
standard fees, expenses, and charges, such as the disconnection charge and the

reconnection fee, must also be paid by said customer, in order to again receive
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998  effective, the City Clerk shall insert the modifications, additions or deletions and
999  publish the Ordinance as amended.

1000 SO ORDAINED, this day of , 2020.

1001 BLUE RIDGE CITY COUNCIL
1002

1003

1004 By:
1005 Mayor
1006

1007

1008  Attest:

1009

1010

1011 Kelsey Ledford, City Clerk
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